
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What a start to the new term! 
We have had a fantastic start to the new half term! This promises to be an action-packed newsletter with 
reports on what has happened and the exciting plans for the schools continued development. I am also 
looking forward to welcoming parents/carers into school this week for the Spring term Parent/Teacher 
meetings. These are always a great opportunity for parents/carers to speak with their child’s class teacher, 
review their books and discuss next steps to secure their academic and personal development. As mentioned 
in my letter to parents/carers, if you have any specific questions that you would like to ask your child/ren’s 
class teacher/s then please email your child/ren’s class email address before the meeting so that the 
teachers are prepared for the session.   
 
This week, learners who are linked to our Inclusion Team will also receive confirmation about who their 
dedicated Inclusion Leader is in school. Appointments can also be made to meet with your child’s Inclusion 
Leader, either Mrs Hopkins or Mrs Heffernan, during this week’s Parent/Teacher meetings. You can also 
find out more about Inclusion at Oldfield Brow at our SEND coffee morning which is scheduled for 8 th March 
at 9.00am – everyone is welcome. 
 
Below is a snapshot of just some of the amazing events that have either already happened or we are planning 
to complete over the term. Please also keep checking our social media channels for news too! 
 

School Improvement Update: Behaviour for 
Learning/Regulation Policy (Ethos) 
Last week saw the launch of ‘Trackit Lights’ across the school which has already seen 
a large number of house points being awarded to our learners through. This system is 
inherently positive in nature and is designed to highlight and model excellent behaviour 
for learning which is in line with our new ‘Behaviour for Learning/Regulation’ ethos. Miss 
Pritchard, our pastoral leader, has led on the development and implementation of our 
new ethos and is working with key staff to review how this can be embedded across all 
aspects of the school; from Breakfast Club to lunchtimes. Miss Pritchard will be sharing 
more information about our updated policies and procedures over the coming weeks.   
 

UPDATE: Residential Visits – June and July 2023 
We are really excited to announce two residential visits this year – one for Year 6 and one for Year 5! Year 
6 learners will be visiting the ‘Wilderness Academy’ between the 14 th and 16th June 2023. This is a change 
to the normal Anderton Centre visit due to an unavoidable clash between the dates we had originally planned 
and Trafford’s secondary school transition day (6th July 2023), which was only confirmed two weeks ago.  
However, we are keen not to miss out on the slot we have already booked and, after speaking with Mrs 
Chetwyn and Mrs Bowes, we are pleased to be able to offer the Anderton Centre residential to our Year 5 
learners between 3rd and 7th July 2023.  After speaking with Mrs Brownsell, it is clear that the Anderton 
Centre was originally a Year 5 residential visit but this was changed due to COVID. It feels like the visit is 
now ‘coming home’. Over the coming years, I am committed to building residential visits into the school’s 
curriculum; starting in Year 1 a part of the broad, balanced and progressive curriculum model. More 
information about the visits will be shared by the class teachers in each team over the course of the 
remainder of this half term. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPOT LIGHT ON: Mrs Parker and Mrs Canham 
At Oldfield Brow, alongside the drive for academic excellence, we also understand 
the importance of supporting our learners social and emotional development. We 
understand that no meaningful learning can take place if our children are unhappy 
and unable to communicate their emotions and self-regulate effectively. In our 
commitment to supporting the mental health and wellbeing of our pupils, we are 
proud to have two members of staff trained to deliver ELSA (Emotional Literacy 
Support Assistant) roles across the school. ELSA is a program designed by 
Educational Psychologists and delivered by trained staff aimed at supporting 
young children to identify, understand and communicate their emotions in order to 
support their learning across the curriculum and beyond. We are looking at ways 
we can continue to expand both our mental health curriculum and support for all 
learners with the commissioning of a trained councillor from April 2023. Our 
Inclusion team, are coordinating this across the school. #MentalHealthMatters 

 

 

All children = BE AN ATTENDANCE HERO! 
 I want to start by saying a huge THANK YOU for all of your commitment to 
promoting and securing excellent attendance and punctuality across the school.  
Since the start of term, we have seen a huge improvement in both attendance and 
punctuality across the school, with two days last week where no one was late.  
Since January, our school’s attendance has been 95%. This is a significant 
improvement from September and testament to our collective efforts in this area.  
Thank you to all of the families who have also positively engaged with the school 
and met with either Mrs Moody or Mrs Norbury. This has allowed us to gain a better 
understanding of attendance patterns across the school and offer support for 
families which, will always be, our default position. As you know of the main 
priorities of this term is to ensure that all of our children become an ‘Attendance 
HERO’. The letters within the word ‘hero’ link to the simple but clear expectation 
that we expect our children to be ‘here’ (present in body and mind), ‘everyday’, 
‘ready’ to learn and ‘on time’.  

 

Remember: ATTENDANCE HERO and maximise their limitless potential. 

SPOT LIGHT ON: Our Reception Classes from Miss Kelly 
WOW, what a week Reception had last week! It was fantastic watching the children walk into school with big 
smiles on their faces, ready to jump into their forest school activities. Myself and the EYFS team were 
delighted to hear lots of positive feedback from the children about what a wonderful time they were having. 
Mrs Saini was also keen to share that the children were very engaged and enthusiastic throughout all of the 

activities, adding that it was "The best week ever!" Well done Reception for being so brilliant!  

Pastoral Support 

While the children were busy taking on all things forest school, 
myself, the Reception team, Mrs Moody and Mr Cash were 
extremely excited to start the revamp of our Reception 
classrooms. Our goal for the classrooms are for them to be one 
shared space for all the children to enjoy and learn within. We 
are thrilled to have introduced lots of new, purposeful furniture 
and resources to ensure our provision is of the highest quality for 
the children in our care. We have had new carpets and the walls 
have been freshly painted. As a team we are striving to ensure 
consistency throughout our provision, as our classrooms are a 
vital part of teaching and learning in EYFS. We are now focussed 
on working alongside the children to introduce them to the new 
resources available to them. The team are excited to welcome 
you on Wednesday 8th March for our book buzz, where you can 

also take a look at the finished space that your children will be 
sharing. We will also share lots of pictures on our school Twitter 
and website over the next week. We are so looking forward to 

seeing the children in action within the classrooms this week. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HEADLINE: Learners Buzzing about Books During Book Week 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REVIEW: Class Assembly 1EG 
Just before half term, I was treated to a fabulous assembly by learners in 1EG as they expertly shared their 
learning based on their animals’ topic. I was blown away by both the confidence of our learners as well as 
the impressive knowledge they retained and shared as part of their learning. It is clear that they enjoyed 
their topic so much so that they taught me a few things too.  Did you know that blubber insulates whales 
and other animals from the cold of the sea? For all animal related facts, please don’t hesitate to speak 

to 1EG… they put David Attenborough to shame! 
 
A special mention to: 

 -----  

  

REVIEW: Sporting Success 
The sporting fixture list is filling up fast and Miss Pritchard and Mr 
Evans were proud to take our learners into the first fixtures of this 
year’s football season. What a fabulous start to the new season 
boys and ‘good luck’ to our very own ‘Lionesses’ when the girls 
team begin their campaign next week! #TeamOldfieldBrow 
 

“The boys football league restarted this week and the 
excitement among the squad heading to Timperley Sports 
Club increased as the week drew on. Well done to all of the 
boys who togged out and put on a strong display against 
some challenging teams! A win, draw and a loss was the final 
outcome of the evening with two Year 5 children, Joe and 
James making their debut. MOTM performance from keeper 
Dean in Year 6 who showed his experience throughout the 
evening. Looking forward to seeing the girls continue their 
unbeaten league run next Tuesday...” (Miss Pritchard) 
 

NEW: Half Termly Curriculum Overviews 
Each parent/carers should have received an email containing an overview of the planned curriculum for 
this half term across the school. This is the first step in our work on both refining and communicating our 
curriculum content to parents/carers and was a key feature of the parental feedback I received last half 
term. These overviews are a working document and will change as we work systematically through each 
subject; linked to our school’s updated curriculum intent and school vision and values. It is our hope that 
these overviews will be able to provide you with a snapshot of learning this term and also a point for 
discussion at this week’s Parent/Teacher meetings as required. Please contact your child’s class teacher if 
you have any comments on the overviews and thank you for your continued support. 
 

Last week saw the entire school go batty about books as we 
celebrated the delights of both reading books and creating exciting 
stories. We extended the traditional ‘World Book Day’ events to 
encompass an entire week; basing learning across the school on a 
shared book “The Lost Happy Endings” written by Carol Anne Duffy 

and Jane Ray. From character descriptions to the creation of 
‘unhappy endings’ and newspaper reports, each year group explored 
the text and produced some superb learning as a result.   
 

In addition to working on our shared text, we had  
fun guessing which of our wonderful staff were  
reading an Oldfield Brow 100 Book 
Challenge book. “How many of our 100-book  
challenge books has your child/ren read?” For more 

information on the books and challenge, please  
click here. Thank you to all of our parents/carers in 

supporting our aim to ensure every child becomes 

a lover of reading! /your support really does matter! 

SAVE THE DATE: 
Step into Spring 
Disco - 30th March 

https://www.oldfield-brow.com/info/literacy/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Dates for this Term… 
Below are some of the key dates we have set for this term.   
 

 Wednesday 8th and Thursday 9th March: Parent/Teacher Progress Reviews 

 Friday 10th March: Celebration Assembly Year 4SE (2:15pm) 

 Monday 13th to Sunday 19th March: Neurodiversity Week 

 Friday 17th March: Comic Relief – “Wear Something Funny for Money” 

 Friday 24th March: Celebration Assembly Year 3VT (2:15pm) 

 Tuesday 28th March: NEW DATE Year 4 Multiplication Check Parent Information Meeting (5.30pm online) 

 Thursday 30th March: Whole School Own Clothes Day and Easter Disco 

 Friday 31st March: Finish for Easter 

 

Year 5 Visit to Jodrell Bank 
On Thursday 9th February, I had the privilege of 
accompanying Year 5 on their visit to Jodrell Bank 
as part of their learning based on space. It was a 
fantastic day. Not only did we learn about the 
history of the Lovell Telescope, but we were also 
able to explore the far reaches of space in Jodrell 
Banks new Space Dome. Within a matter of 
seconds, we were viewing Earth from the far 
reaches of the Milky Way and learning about the 
constellations and their place in ancient mythology. 
During the afternoon session, we took part in some 
live science experiments; exploring the giant ‘red 
spot’ on Jupiter as well as the effects of the vacuum 
of space on our human bodies. As always, our 
learners were immaculately behaved and were 

asking some superb questions too.  Well done! 

Your Voice Matters: Times of the 
School Day Consultation 
Thank you to the parents/carers who responded to ‘Times 
of the School Day’ consultation. We received an 
impressive 143 responses. During this week’s SLT 
meeting we will be analysing the results and I will write to 
you separately with how we plan to move this forward. I 
can confirm, however, that the majority of parents/carers 
who responded were in favour of extending the school day 
and the removal of the staggered drop off/pick up times. 
There were lots of insightful comments about how we can 
implement this well and I will be reporting to parents/carers 
this week with more information about the next steps and 
answering any queries that were raised. However, in 
terms of advance notice, I can confirm the extension 
of the school day will commence from April 2023.  More 

information to follow on the specifics of this will be shared 
with parents/carers later in the week. Thank you for your 
engagement with this process. It really does help! 
 

NEW DATE: Year 4 
Multiplication Check 
Meeting 
The Year 4 team are holding an information 
meeting for parents/carers of children in 
Year 4 about the national times table 
checks that will take place later this year.  
Following parental feedback, I can confirm 
that the meeting will be online and held at 
5.30pm to enable as many parents to 
attend as possible.  The session will also be 
recorded and shared with any 
parents/carers who were unable to attend in 
person. Just to clarify, all children are 
expected to know all of their 
multiplication and division facts to 12 x 
table by the end of Year 4. Thank you, in 

advance for your attendance and support. 

‘Mr Egypt’ in Year 3 
Before half term, Year 3 children were visited by 
the one and only ‘Mr Egypt’ as an exciting 
introduction to their new topic based on Ancient 
Egypt.  Ancient Egypt was always one of my most 
favourite topics when I was in the classroom and I 
know the children enjoy this too. From processes 
of mummification to the ancient written form of 
hieroglyphics, the children get to explore and 
understand aspects of this ancient culture that still 
has ramifications in modern life. During the visit, 
the children got to explore real artefacts and learn 
about life as an archaeologist. Who knows, we 
could have the next Howard Carter in our Year 
3 class waiting to make the next discovery 
from the ancient world?  What I do know is that 

anything is possible with our amazing children! 

RED NOSE DAY 2023 – DRESSING UP FOR JOY! 
On Friday 17th March, we will be marking this year’s Comic Relief by inviting our children and staff to come 

into school wearing something that makes you and your school smile, in return for a donation of £1 to comic 

relief. Spread some joy and happiness and let’s make some money for those less fortunate than ourselves. 


