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Pupil Premium – Its Utilisation at Oldfield Brow: 17-18 
 
As a school, we receive funding from many sources. Some are new and some we have had 
in one form or another for many years. One of these is called ‘Pupil Premium’. This is a 
nation-wide type of funding which is allocated to schools and makes up part of our budget 
each financial year. It varies from school to school and from year to year, reflecting the needs 
within each school as it changes and is decided by factors at school level, not regional level. 
Its use is decided by the school and the school is also accountable for its usage. This 
document aims to define Oldfield Brow Primary School’s position on this funding, the reasons 
behind the decisions made and the impact of these decisions. The information that has been 
drawn upon for this report is based on national and school information. 
 
The thinking behind Pupil Premium was that by the use of these funds, the gap could be 
narrowed between those pupils who were achieving national expectations and those who 
were not. Previously, this type of problem had been addressed using booster groups and 
money that the head could use at their discretion to help address the needs of particular 
families and pupils. 
 
The government believes that the pupil premium, which is additional to main school funding, 
is the best way to address the current underlying inequalities between children eligible for 
free school meals (FSM) and their peers by ensuring that funding to tackle disadvantage 
reaches the pupils who need it most. 

The pupil premium was introduced in April 2011 and is allocated to schools to work with 
pupils who have been registered for free school meals at any point in the last six years 
(known as ‘Ever 6 FSM’). 

Schools also receive funding for children who have been looked after continuously for more 
than six months, and children of service personnel. 

- From DfE Website 

The money is allocated to each school based upon how many children are entitled to free 
school meals (FSM) and as the government states itself: 

 FSM is the only pupil level measure of deprivation available. The link between FSM eligibility 
and underachievement is very strong and data on FSM is easily collected and updated 

annually. 

However, at our school this link has not been strong. The strategies we have put at place at 
school level have allowed all pupils regardless of FSM entitlement to achieve at a rate at 
least equal to the national expectation and in many cases, considerably more. 

It is our responsibility to ensure that we must indeed narrow the gap, but this does not 
necessarily mean that only those who are entitled to FSM should benefit from such funding 
and therefore those who not entitled should be excluded from it either. As the government 
itself said: FSM is the only pupil level measure of deprivation available. There are many 

others who are needy too, all of which we must monitor and ensure that they do not fall foul 

of lacking the support that is needed.  

However, this said, we must all be aware of which children in our care are entitled to FSM. 
Within our school, there are currently 56 children who we are aware of being entitled to FSM. 
Five years ago it was 35.  
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Annually, we send home a letter to all parents asking them to send to school their National 
Insurance numbers and child’s details so that we could see if they were eligible for Pupil 
Premium funding. The information supplied is processed by Trafford for the cost of £300.  

All of these children need to be readily monitored by teaching staff through their regular 
assessment regime to make sure that they are progressing in their education at a rate and 
standard that is appropriate for them. If they fall behind, they need to be quickly supported 

and their needs appropriately met. 

So How Do We Utilise Our Funding? 

The gradual, meaningful and sustained progress made by all members of the pupil body has 
occurred at Oldfield Brow over a period of time. Throughout that time, the utilisation of staff 
members has been key in ensuring that all pupils make progress and all pupils receive the 

level of support that is appropriate to them. 

As the school has evolved, so has the number of pupils and the number of staff. It has long 
been school policy and practice to ensure that each teaching staff member has been 
supported with a classroom assistant. The first batch of pupil premium money was used to 
ensure that this policy was maintained as we employed a new teacher and also a TA. In this 
way, every child in the school (and therefore every FSM child) gleans the benefits of extra 
support throughout the working day. 

The current provision takes many forms and currently includes: 

 
Use of the TA Teaching Team to further support/boost learning and wellbeing 
Music lessons 
School trips and visits 
School uniform 
Books/Revision Guides 
Holiday Clubs 
Lunchtime Club in playground  
Breakfast Club/After School Club/Wraparound Provision 
Targeted interventions 
Working with community groups  
Child and Family support - SCIP 
Parent support classes/workshops 
I-pads 
Subscriptions eg IXL, Nessy - home/school support  
Continued value given to Creative Arts and community based performances/competitions 
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IMPACT DURING ACADEMIC YEAR 17/18 

 

SUBJECT ATTAINMENT PROGRESS 

READ 77% of PP children were 
Expected or above 
 

72% of PP children made 
Expected or better progress 

WRITE 40% of PP children were 
Expected or above 

72% of PP children made 
Expected or better progress 

MATHS 70% of PP children were 
Expected or above 

96% of PP children made 
Expected or better progress 

SUMMARY/NOTES: 
35% of ALL children working 
below Expected in Reading 
were PP 
 
39%  of ALL children 
working below Expected in 
Writing were PP 
 
27% of ALL children working 
below Expected in Maths 
were PP 

Writing remains a focus, 
especially higher level 
writing for boys 
 
Same names appear across 
all 3 - they are also on 
concern list or SEND  

i-Track breakdown gives 
detail 

What is the Impact of the Decisions We Make and Have Made? 

Ultimately, we need to ensure that to justify our own usage of the Pupil Premium 
funds, our Pupil Premium children need to as successful as their peers. Class 
teachers keep records through iTRACK of children’s activities both academic and 
non-academic and encourage pupils to make sure progress and access to the full 
wealth of school-life is established and built upon. 
 
Based on the latest external data received, the 2018 KS1 and KS2 SATs results, 
the OfSTED data states that: 
 

 Disadvantaged KS2 pupils had outcomes above National norms in Reading and 
Writing and above Floors Standards also. They were below National norms in Maths 
and Spelling. 

 50% of disadvantaged pupils within KS1 were above National Standards for Writing 
and Maths. 25% were above National Standards in Reading. 

 
In February 2016, the school was given the Pupil Premium Local Award by the DfE. There 
were only two other schools in Trafford to have received the same recognition. 

 
 

 
 
 
 


